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'$ JuvE ' Veſſ. 22; 23: 5 
And of ſome baye compaſſion, making a diffes 
ed oe wth Fn wala 

. them. ont of the fire; bating even the Lar- 


vent ſpotted by the fleſb. 


\Pz og whoſe Soul is once - 
7; E ally wrought ».F 
Faxy by-the Spivi o Grove, hes _ 
St ſtowes his firſt. and chief care —_ - 7 
$8 in purſuit of Salvation; forhe 
my >>, then fees how deep, how 
: adipg.and how mortal an infe&tion ſin is,and 
_ ts throughly convinc'd 'of the manifold danger 
of every particular Iniquity ; in asmuch, as it 
puts a-man into a ſtate of Enmity againſt God, "" 
and:his Laws, and ſo worketh death, and that a Rom. 7- mY : 
eternal: and therefore he cannot reſt, unti] he I 
be reſolv'd of that Important Quere, which! wit. 
farted- by the Pagan Faylor'to: Paul and Silas, . 
Sirs, What wwft I do to be ſay/dy And, being - 
converted himſelf, he becomes very ſollicicous 2 
( as. S. Peter was commanded: ro be) for the 24-22: 325). 
TH mi of bis Brethren ; and, doth whatin b - 4 
| kimlies, to rouzethem out of their Senſuality, - * +3 
A 2 0s _— 
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” , that mg hcl not HR RE in their roger 
5 Ka ernal F am 0s become their uſt + 90A 


 _  Fpiſtle s> they C why lei iS Hg all 
pa 1. = are Sandified b by God the Father : Bur, be- 
b - cauſe that which is every Man's work, is #o 
Man's work; as God ſent his Angel to "bring 2 
Lot out of Sela, and conduQ'him"to” Zoar,, 
fo, that you might never want Men to guide 
you tothe City of Refupe, when-cthe Avenger 
oe you, God hath committed to us the 
 Care'of your Souls, and given us Commiſſion 
to. invite you'to be Reconciled*to him, and to 
= * \ Accep t of that Everlaſting. Entertaiiment 
WW: . which he hath-provided for you ; and, rather 
\ than fail, to Compelyou tocomein to his Man- 
 - fionsof. f Glory . 

WW: ---:: And, becauſe we (hall meet with men-in 
E- the World of as different tempers, as complexi- 
K--- = L -: ons,he hath alſogiven us ſufficient Inſtrudions, 

bk _ how to demeane our ſelves towards them'; bids 
us, not ſerve all our Patients out of the ſaine 
Box ; but; like skilful Phyſitians, apply differenc 

- Medicines. according to the difference of theic 
 Maladies z to manage the Word of God, and 


our” [Miniſtery of Reconciliation ; * with. lah. 
| Th 
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are like 
make them yield, without that of the. fire; 
gentle-Admanition will prevail: more:wit chem; 


than a dreadful Commination 5 they \have nge- 


nity enough to be ſhanr'd out of their ſins up- 
on the leaſt diſcovery ;- Others, are ſo hardned 
in' their Villanies,-that they muſe. be ſtar'd, or 


whipt. out of them, as the buyers and ſellers were 


out of the Temple, before they will leave them; 
they, who fin. out of Infermity , may be won 


with gentle meanes, but Oofiinve Offenders are | 


to: be humbled'with terrors. 
''Evgry man has his Haters and Lars 
tencies ; his Miſtakes and Errors ; Infirmities 
and Indilcretions; 10 any of which, if he be 
at . any. time overtaken , or {in out. of. blind 
zeale ,, you muſt neither inſult over his 
fall, nor deſpair of his riſing, but reſtore 
him with meekpeſs ; for, he ſins, not by Deſign, 
bur Folly; he falls, not by Malice, but by Sare 
prize ;' not by the Strength of his W il, bur by 
the Frailty of his Nature :. if he be wayering 
and unſteady in the Faich, you muſt recover 
bim with mildneſs ; and, if his -fault be{mall, 


cover it with the waile of pitty and compaſſion, 
and 


oper - portion. Some: mens: cony _ 
oft Wax, the' heat: of the hand nes 
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_—_ arte heans <6 cure oa: Bur: yet 
” .. - al \a difference, if yew meet; with men, whole 
ers are” Tyweterate, and Incorporated 
| imorho Natures by: Eoit Coſtomes, your Re- 
medics muftbe:ſbarp and quick; if theirfin be 
bold, your reprehenſion' nk not be baſbfid : 
The Thienipion muſt briog the Saw and the 
Cofticke to: ſuch Gangren'd Members, pro- 
” > . cljmthe'Tearrors of the Lord! to them, who 
$ | 2 10.26. willwot ſtand in awe,\but ſin wilfidly, after they 
 *' bave receivdihe knowledge of the truth ; ſheath 
the Two-edged ſword of God's Word in their 
bowels; -give them a'proſpe& of the approach- 
ing deſtcuQion, which'will ſuddenly overtake 
them, if they do not "fly for their lives z (ſuffer 
_ them notito look upon the wrath to come, at 
zhe wrong endof the  ProſpeQtive-glals ; bur, 
: knowing the terrors of the Lord, uſe an boly wi- 
olence”, and ſnatch them rudely out of that 
Fire, which will Singe them, if they tay but 
a-minute/init, and will Devonr them, if their 
continuance be any thing longer, and brin 
_ (if it. be poſſible) co the hatred of all 
ginningse, Ar leaft degrees of Impurity and 
| Uncleannels; make A ſo afraid a7 he 'In- 
_ feQion of Fleſhly luſts,35 to avoid the wery gar- 
_ that are ſpotted with'it : If private Admo- 
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nitions do noe Reckaink then, tacked * ro Ms + 
lick; and rather than not} FED out ihe rd 
Flames of Hell, Cur Hh of from the Comtiim- Aryxd 
nion of the faitbful,and deliver theitt upto Satan, 
to which the Te p# — _ Haxpropdres refers, $\ oe 
| KReprove them ſharply, when they are Con: 
| vincd, or Separated y Church=Cen kres.; When: 
| they ate debarrd from fitting at their Father's 
| _ - Table with the reſt of their Brethren, which 
| Clthough they maybean mftapce of Severe 
Diſcipline) ie Yer with & ns of 'preat mer- 
ey (the moft dreadful of 'them'being Mede- 
cial, not Mortal) that, by puniſhmene of the 
Fleſs, the Soul may co Go m the'day of the 
Lord: _ And 'of fome haw# compa F 
difference : pax hy ſave wp > oe — ing 
em out rh the fire : : bating even the garment 
ſponie by the fleſh. © 
- Theſe words may: DUibFy hae at eye to 
Church "Diſcipline, and be intended" as a Di- 
refjon to the Governors of the Charch! for the: 
Rm ing, not only of the milder ff inp of the 
olical Office, 'bur a!fo of choſe igher de- 
rees of f Cenſures (call'd. The coming "1 Nth a 
grer dd) . which, m caſe of Obſtinacy, is not only: 
Sea ry but Unavoidable :: But, I ſhall 
rather copſider them at preſent, either as they: 
| concern. 


Lit is that we are; 
o, and with, what. c 
compaſſion 1 15-to. 
and CXerCis 'd? . 


n þ 6 J 
E L * 4 


% - " i \ 7 £4 4.» 
ry 5 


IL How fac. we may cume! 
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a. 
out of "the fire? What that Phraſe im 
plyes, and what it requires of: us? | 


IV. Whatis meant by Hating the gar- 
ment ſpotted by the fleſh and, how it'is 
our Inzereſt,as well as our Duty,to do fo. 


I. Of ſome - haye compaſsion. This noble 
and generous affe&ion of Compaſsion, is'fo Eſ- 
ſential to a' Man, ſo riveted to his very Being, 
and implanted in his Nature, that, unlels he de- 
generate from his Humanity, he cannot obſerve, 
but he muſt alſo condole the Calamities'of- his 
Neighbours, out of that relatior which: he 
bears .to the ſpecies of Mankind ;' and; by how 
much the more noble any man is, by ſo: much is 
he the. more compaſsionate 3 and," as all'Natu- 
ral perfe&ions and excellencies are :#prov'd by 
Religion, ſo this eſpecially, and 'that' Spiritual 
conſanguinity which ariles' from our Chriftianity, 
muſt needs make us ſuffer by way of conſent 
and ſympathy with our fellow Chriſtians, eſ- 
pecially when they.groan;under.the burden of 
Hoi Sins, which of all Loades is the greats 
lt, - 
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So great a lover of Mankind was our bleſ- 
fed Saviour, thar he: could not, but with wet 
eyes, behold the 'prefſent-Sins and Future Suf- 
ferings, no not of his moſt inveterate Enemies. 

; Nor ts he a Living Member of that Body, of. 

8 which Chrift is the Head, who doth not grieve * 

I for the Affliftions of Joſeph, and monrn over the 

$ Sins. of his brethren, Would it not make 

your hearts ake, to ſee your Neighbours Hou- 

ſes on fire 'about their eares, and them faſt- 


ſeepin their beds? And, if you have the leaſt 
patk of Chriftianity or Compaſsion in your 
E breſts, How can your Souls chooſe but be mo- 
 _ ved withinyou, toſce them falling inſenfibl: 
3 ito. thoſe everlaſting flames , ont of which: 
ther will be no redemption? This is not only. 
a-moſt neceſſary Charity to our brethrens Souls, 
bac ſuch a Chriftian- Duty, as makes it an A& 
of Righteouſneſs too, for we are members one 
of another ;. nor hath Chrift given us any bill 
of divorce, whereby we are ' ſeparated from: 
the care of- our” Neighbours, whom we are to: 
love as our ſelves. Aman truly ingrafted in-- 
to Chriſt-is therefore a common bleſsing, of a: 
Communicative Spirit, his large heart is al- 
wayes ſec upon- doing pablick, good , a duty. 
which hath been ſo long out of faſhion, that 


Men. 
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men begin ro queſtion Whether it be a duty 

or not? their lives do at [caſt ſpeak the ſame 

Language which Cain did with his lips, Am I 

my brothers keeper and, Where ſhall we find "+ 9. 

a man of St. Bernard's temper ? who thought = 

himſelf concerr-d , wherefoever God or his 

brethren were {o-? Etiſ: non tanti ſum ut Ro- Ba. 6d 

me habeam propria negotia, nulla tamen que Dei Caxcelar. 
eſſe conſtiterit,a we duco aliena. 3 

If ever bowels of compaſſson were fit to put on, 4 

it is in this wicked age of ours, ard 'tis indeed : 

_ *forwantof beipg mindful of our own, that we 
become ſo regardleſs of other mens concerns ; 

| for Compalzion iis fiſt learr'd at hozre, and 

| then walkes abroad. I muſt firſt take my bro- 

| ther into my ſelf, before IT can-pity him as I 

[. ought, and having felt the anguiſh of a broker 

| ſpirit in my fſelf;I cannot choſe bar pity #in ano- 

ther: . When my bones are burnt as an hearth, Td. w:.5, 

and T have felt the ſcorching flames of fur in-my 

own  bolome, I ſhall eaſily chink my ſelf con- 

cern'd, to ſnatch -my brother out of that fire ; ha- 

vivg been deeply afte&ed with the guile of 

mine own 10iquities,] ſhali be quickly invited 

to let my compalsionate Soul, go chrongh-rhis 

preſent evil World, -as through an Hoſpital or- 

Bealam, ant into whatſoever corner I caſt mine 
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' move you to bewaile that Body from whence 


- © eyes, I ſhall behold great objeQts of picry, and. 


be conſtrained to weep for-them, who: have 
not ſo much-ſenſe of therr milery as to weep. 


for chemlelyes. Ec hops 


When we behold men chal aſleep in the 


Cradle of Security , and never dreaming of 
- "Heaven or Hell, of Death or Judgment, but 


Courting their Miſeries, and Embracing their ap- 
proaching ruine , as if they had combin'd to 
drive - on the. intereſt, and get. poſſeſſron of the 
Kingdom of Satan ; when we ſec {ome groap- 


' ing z# the dark, others taking great care and 


pains. to blow out the light which would difco- 
ver bappineſs to them , Men Sick of Mortal 
Diſeaſes, and yet like the drunken Lapithe, de- 
ſpiſing their Phyſ#tians; ſo deſperately tainted 
with impurity, that, like Sodom and Gomorrah, 
nothing but fire from heaven can be applyed to. 
them; when we ſee how near their ſbort-li/'d 
happineſs is expiring, and how ſuddenly their | 
imaginary pleaſures will be exchang'd into reall 
and eternal torments, W hat can we do leſs;and 
indeed , what can we do more than bewaile 


them? Nungquid in te ſunt viſcera pietatis, qui 


plangrs corpus a quo receſsit anima, Qs non plan- 
gis auimam a que receſsit Deus ? Will pitty 


the 
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the Soul is departed, and piety not conltrain 
you to lament that Soul, from whence God' is 
departed? He, who: hath any bowels,of com- 
paſzion in him , muſt needs be affeRed with 
ſuch a diſmal ſpeQacle, and expreſs his deep 
ſenſe of it, and forrow forit; not only in the 
melting of his fluent eyes, and the yearnings of 
his bowels ; but alſoin ſuch an aGive compaſ- 
ſon, and in ſuch ſerious attempts, as may relieve 
and reſtore them. 

Having therefore the Natare of the Crime, 
the Fitneſs of the Seaſon, and, the Quality of the 
Perſon offending, alwayes before our eyes, let us 
_ come to-him, z2 the cool of the day, and invite 
him to-take cognizance and compaltion of him: 
ſelf; leaſt he ride poſt into Hell for want of 
one to ſtop him ; and, that he may not have 
cauſe to ſay, you come to caſt out Satan by $a- 
tan, one Dewil by another ; be ſure to doit with 
ſuch a compoſed. ſpirit, as befits ſo compaſsio- 
ate and. Divigte: a work : The ſharp ſeverity 
of a diſeaſed mind, will rather ſpur hin on, in 
the career of his Crimes, than reſtrain him ; ra- 
ther make him fly oxt with more ſpeed and vi- 
olence, than moderate or amend him; and 
therefore let us not through pride, or animoſity, 
out of an itch of Government, or the in- 
| dignation 


MES ras Lg wy TIE © 2 8 _ 
4 FU, l CD x 5 Bees > 4 EY Oe IR 3 A 
a ee OS LI 


= a» ” a6} WL 4 p £ 

, oe RIS, = "FTE x4 "EY 24 "x. © y - 
., = ww 4 » $58”) 54 R Lo _— o,< "IC" _ 
4 ods, as a Ne 38 $*. z”- 
"IP * -* J's <=... RR rs "a ww >... F n " 
wt E OY n X 4 o ” o *, £Y "ee . ©. "36 g Is 6 7 4 
of po Eg PEEP I» - i Tas Pl " Ro L] v2 te , g | F'' 
g IP +: a > <>. SO", LI? = - > G ——_ P > 2 4 : 5 - we - A * 
O#Y = WOE K : & M_. k , i : , & 7 © - . 
_ on ES. 3 : : + F p p # 
£ Gs <p bY Fi hs f - - 4 . =» 
ce CO _m . : | 
* - a + > % " = 1 + * F s ; 
* "5 ba e 
4 s an - 
» 


 dignation of an angry mind, run. beyond the 
| gentleneſs of Chriſtian Monitors (unto which 
if they hearken , we have won our brethren ) 
' bur, if they will obſtinately periſb, after all or 
care and compaſſion, we ſhall ſave our ſelves, 
becauſe we would have ſav'd them : We may 
loſe our Labour, but we (hall not loſe our Cha- 
rity, if after we have forewarr'd them of the 
danger, .they will yet make ſo mad a choice 
4B as to take Hell by violence, their obſtinacy is 
= unpardonable, and we muſt fic down and be- 
” _." moan our ##ſncceſsful indeavours. Miſeremi- 
” lf. mi condolendo quod non pote$tis eos ſalyare. 
> xCor.214- Alas the Natural Man perceiveth not the 
= things of the ſpirit of God , for they axe-fool- 
" aſbneſs to him; neither can he know them, be 
canſe they are Spiritually diſcern'd:: But -be 
that 3s Spiritual judgeth all things : He ſees 
by Faith the Heaven, which you negle&, and 
thole Bleſſed Souls now in Glory, whoſe eyer- 
laSting Companions you might baif you pleas'd; 
and he ſees alſo your Brethrens deſpairing Souls 
zow in Hell, among thoſe Devils that decei- 
ved them , who came thither the ſame way, 
you are going 1n ; and with his bodily Eyes, 
doth he allo ſee at the {ame time-a multitude 
_ of ſenleſ+ and ſenſual Sinners living round 
[RED Jy about 
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about him, who lay none of theſe things. to 
hearr, bur damne and deffle not only their 
own, but their Brethrens Souls by their Er- 
rors, Sedutions, and Ungodly Examples, as 
if they were the Devils FaGors, under Com- 
miſſion from him to make Proſelytes for Hell, 
and accordingly he cannot but compaſſionate 
their ſad condition, and wonder at their Stu- 
pidity. Oh! What a beſotting thing is Sin, 
which can thus perrify the reaſonable Soul , 
and make Men more inlenſible than Beaſts 
: which Periſh? What a Bedlam is this wicked 
| World, wherein thouſands are fo diftraGed 
| as to make it their buſineſs to undo themſelves 
| and others to all Eternity ? Can we not bring - 
| youto wp ſober thoughts of your condition ?- 
Can we not per{wade you to take Chriſt's part, - - 
and your own againſt the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh; which you have renouncd in g 
your Baptiſme ? It zmportunity could prevail _— 
with an nnrighteons Fudge, to do good to ano- 3 
ther, how much more ſhould it prevail with: 
you to do good to-your ſelves ? Have mercy 
therefore upon your own Souls, and donor 
render it impoſlible for us to be any farther” 
ſerviceable to them. God himſelf will not 
fave you again$ your Wills, much Tels can — 
| 0: 
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2  * ſhallbavegiven yowa ſatisfactory anſwer tothe 
K. ſecond Inquiry, viz. 

= _ 2, How far we may be inſtrumental to the 
E- - Salvation of other Men? and with what fear 
and catition we muſt attemptit? Asthere 15 
'no good ſo great, as that which reſpeQs the 
Souls of Men ; fo certainly , to be:a- fellow- 
E- worker with Chriſt, as an Agent in, it, or Inſtru- 
”-. . © mentof it, muſt needs out-vie all othec Pri- 
 .:  viledges: And, if the Heathens miſtook Paul 


reſtoring the Criple of Lyſtra to Þ3s limbs again 
'with much better reaſon, may we magnifie 
them, who have ſo much communion with God 
#pon earth, as to become coadjutors with him in 
the Salvation of a Soul from Sin. _ Divinarum 
Canbuſ. ommninm perfetiionum diviniſsima eſt perfeGio, 
cooperatorem eſſe, in reductione animarum ad ſu- 


ſome ſpecial powers and Miniſtries , whereby 
they may Charitably adwarce the great intereſt 
Þ* : corn.6, of Souls: St. Paul aflerts the poflibility of 
= the Chriſtian wives ſaving her unbeliewing bus- 
”-  1Tin.4.16, band, and he tells Timothy, that in taking heed 
to bimſelf and bis DoGrine, be ſbould both ſave 
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— © © doit; which will the better appear, when:I. * 7? 


== and Barnabas fot Gods in the likeneſs of Meg, for 


um creatorem. Now God hath given all men 


himſelf and them that beard him; and he him-_ 
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all means ſave Jome And, the Salvation of a 
Soul from death, is attributed'ro the I:ftruments 
of cheir Converſi on , 'by St. Tames, to per- 
ſuzde them to diligence in their Office : Save 
them ; chat is, Quantum in vobis eſt, ut ſalyen- 


ſelf became all things to all men, hat he yew» by © x Cor 9am m_ 


tur orate. Pray tor their Converſion } and, if 4% 
by any mcans you Can, provoke them to emmla- IE 


tion, bring them to Faith and Repentance, that 
you may ſave them. 

Alas! it is God alone who can pierce the ſcales 
of this Leviathan, and make the hearts of ob- 
durate Sinners fee], which are harder than the 
wether milſtone. We are bur as Striplings a- 
gainſt chat Goliah : Our Commiſſeon is indeed 
from the Almighty, and in his Name we are 
come forth to wreſtle, not with fleſh and.blood, 
. but with Principalities and Powers, and the Ru- 
ters of the darkneſs of this world ; and, It 1s our 
God who maſt chooſe out the flones that we 
ſling, and carry them to the mark, and make 
them ſink, not into the forehead, but into the 
hearts of theſe nncircumciſed Philiftins, and ſmite 
them to the ground, that, with Saul, they may 
get ſtrength by their very falls. We can but 
Woo, and Warn you, we cannot compel you to. 


| be e happy, I wiſh we could. A Medico &* Pas com. , 
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 morbas non _raro. ſit incurabilis. It you will. 
follow our Preſcriptions, your diſeaſes are not 

_ncurable ; have pity theretore; on your periſh- 

18g Souls, and cloſe with the-preſentiovertures | 
of Mercy.: God hath ſent zs to you, as he did: 


> . his Holy Angel to Lot, co;lay the Merciful 


Hands of, an Holy Violence upon you, that you 
may. not ſtay any longer in your ſins, but eſcape 
for- your lives, leaſt you be eonſumed: If. 
you are. afraid of theſe enſuing Judgments , we 
are afraid with you; if not, we are afraid for 
50s, and we are the more afraid for you, the leſs 
you are for your ſelves; our fleſb trembles for 
fear of you, and we are afraid. of God's Tudg- 
ments, *Tis with an aking beart, and trembling 
hand , that .the Chirmmrgion cuts off the Gan- 
gren'd Member of his bolom Friend; and, it 
1s alſo with great compaſſion, and. no leſs fear, 
that we endeavor to recover you.out of that 
fire, which will ſange you, if. you ſtay, but one 
moment longer in it, and dewonr you as infalli« 
bly, if you do not, whilft it 35 called to day, ef. 
cape it ; the great 7portance. and difficulty of: 
which undertakivg of yours, will appear., if 
' - youconfider. in the third place; 


:T4Þ INI, What: 


' them ont of the fire, is a Proverbial ſpeech for 


| brand plucks ont of the fire 2 He himſelf foall be . cor. 3. 13. 
ſaved, yet ſo as byfire; Thatis, heſhall awake 


. - 
- HE: 'Whar is meant, by Pulling thenrout w- F 
the fire, and how we: muſt do it ? Whar the I 
bas . . , . ; . . 4 _w La 6 
phraſe implies, and what it requires of us? CxTirua 
'Etx 7s Tues; apragolss Save them by ſnatching remit by 


thoſe who get hardly out of danger, I have 4m... 
overthrown ſome of you,* as God overthrew So. 
dom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a fire-brand 
pluck'd ont of theburning: And, Is not this a zac. 3. +. 


and leap out of danger, as a man at midnight 
doth naked out of his bed, at the door or win- 
dow, when hishouſe is 6n fire ; which” words 
do acgordingly unport theſe Four things. 


1. The great dunger of Tmpenitent 

Sinners. Ae 

2. The poſſibility of their Delive- 
rance. 

. 3+ The difficulty of eſcaping their 
immanent and Everlaſting Deſtrudi- 
ON. | 

4. By what meanes itis, that we may 

Charitably aſſift them in their eſcape? and 
which will be the only poſſeble way of dg3* 

A0gi? | 12 C280 
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L Mtath. 5.22. Wwe can poſlibly imagine 3 for, he is not only in 


OE 
"0 


btn. ab. ata. nd 


danger of the Judgment, or of the Council, but 
alſo of Hell-fire, which is alwayes inkindled 


- even ih this life; here ic burnes .inwardly, but 


there it blazes out.” When we confider 
with what variety of Temptations , the Devil 
ſtrives to beguile you, how many deſigns and 


flratagems he hath laid in the World tounder- 


mine. and enſnare you; and, that if all the 


powers of darkneſs can hinder it, we ſhall never 


difintangle you. out of his ſnares: and, when 
we ſee you live ſo ſecurely, as if your preticus 
Souls were already bound up in the bundle of 
life , even when they are ready to drop ico. 


- verably intÞ Hell; and-when you prepare no 


more to meet God, whilſt in wrath be ſcems to 


approach you, than if. you cared not whether 


he came orno; Your looſe and diſſolmte; your 


faful and ſecure courſes, do Evidently ſhew, 
that there 3s no fear of God before your eyes. 


Sampſon , tor all his ftrength and ftontneſs, durſt 
not lie ſtill, when he heard that the Philiftins 
were come upon him: Where there is an 
apprehenſion of ſome great Evil impendent , 
there cannot but be a great meaſure of; Fear, 
© gIEP P_ and 
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and where ſo great fear, there no leſs vehe- 
ment deſire to eſcape, and where there'is ſuch 
a vehement deſire, there will be a moſt ear- 
neſt and carefil endeavor of preventing (if by 
any means it may be ) of rhat evil: But 
when none of thelfe appear, bur men go or 
confidently'in their evil wayes, as if there were 
no danger of their Damnation ; 1t concerns #s 
to.try, if we can ſhake this their carnal confr- 
dence, which is tounded upon Abſurdity, Impoſ- 
ſibility and Blaſphemy, and is not in Chrift, but 
againſt- bim': as tf they took bim for a Falſe 
Prophet, and his Dennnciations of future Judg- 
ments for meer Delaſions. "Or 
. Soſepwilely difingermons 18 our corrupt nature, 
that the propolal of Rewards, though never ſo 
great, doth, in no proportion, lead us fo forci- 
bly to.ourTntereft and Dury,, as do the Threats 
and. Menaces of. Puniſhment ; and therefore 


God. is far more obliging tous in the ſevereſt of 


his Temporal Fudgments, than he would be. in 
his Mercies; we being a People whom, Ver- 


geance- only can reclaim ; whom. nothing, but 


Terrors can allure to Goodneſs. and, who need 
fome preſent flaſhes of 'Hell-fire to- ſcare 


us from embracing thofe” Future and Ever- 


laſting Flames. Leaft therefore, the meſſenger 
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of deathſhoutd hurry you away in the hear and. 
violence of your fins,. &'there be none to deliver 
Is ou from the worm that dicth not @4the fire which 
E, . is nat quenched; we who watch for your ſouls, are 
RR todo what wecunto ſtartle you into the amend- 
 menr of your lives. And Oh that I could but 
- uncover the face of the deep and devouring 
gulph- of Tophet in all its terrors, and open the 
grate of that infernal Furnace, for if you had | 
 * but any the leaſt degree of Spiritual life or £ 
4 ſenſe in you, ( and the light which 3s in you were | 
6. not darkneſs) you could not look into Hell by. 
a -preſent Contemplation', but! you would 
make it the grand deſign of your lives: to ef 
the falling into it, by a future: Condemnation. 
Hide not your ſelves from your owit Souls, 
and they will tell you, that there is but yer 4 
ftep between you and Hell: 'But if you are -0b-_ 


 flinatiad moriendum, ſturdily reſolved not to | 
anderſtand your miſery and danger, till it be 
paſt prevention, there is an'end of all our - 


hopes concerning you. If you have the reaſon 
and underſtanding of men, you will not dare | 
to leap into the bottomleſs Pit with your eyes 1 
open, nor to-dally with the vengeance of the 
_ Almighty. Will you fit till till 'the Tide come 
in, and. then harden your ſelves witha vain 

4 conceit, 
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conceit, that.. you ſhall eſcape drowning? If 
we cannot undeceive you, the King of Terrors 
ſhortly wil 3 for when Death Strikes its dart 
throngh your Liver, it will let out your Souls 
and Hopes together into the amazing gulph of 
endleſs deſperation. We dare not therefore 
danb your Conſciences with ſuch untempered 
morter, as to flatter you into a fatal opinion of 
the ſafety of your condition ; but think, we 
oblige you moſt, when we ſhew you, how dear- 
| your ſins are likg to: co you 3 in which, if we 
have terrified: you' to purpole, with: the juſt 

apprehenſion of the manifold danger you are: 
| in, whilſt you continue in a ſtate of impeni- 
|  tency, your Humiliation will be matter of re- 
joycing t$ us; andin'the depth of your ſorrow 
and anguiſh of ſpirit, we can ſafely adminiſter 
this Cordial to revive you. 
[ 2. That though your danger be preat and ime wminent- 
| mgnent,' yet there is ſtill, by Gads mercy, a | 
poſſubility of your deliverance out of it, Were 
your ſhut up in everlaſting miſery, without re+ 
medy, we would not come to torment you before ' 
[ your time; bur, thanks'be to God ( whole? mer- 
cy us over all bis works ). your cafe is not yer ſo- 
1 deſperate, but that you may be everlaſtingly 
4 ſafe, if you pleaſe. *Tis too true; that you are” 

already. 
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- already in the fire; your courles are as dange- 
rous and deſteuQive- as. the fire; you are in 
incendis libidinis &- obſcenitatis; you burn 
in your JuSts one towards anotber, but you may: 
be laved for all that ; God wills not the deatb 
of a. ſinner, though the flames of Hell have 
fung'd bis garments that were ſpotted by the 
fleſb, and taken hold of the hairs of bis head, 
yet God ſincerely deſires, that he may be rel- 
cued from damnation ; though: he be gone 
beyond all the methods and revelations of his 
mercy, and run into the horrible impieties of 
Impudence, Apoſtacy, and Tngratitude; yet if 
be will, even now at laſt, withdraw his feet 
from thole pathes that lead to deſtruStion ; or if 
we.canſnatch, or force him from the brink of 
bottomleſs Pit, he is not yet out of the power 
and . poſſibilities of recovering from thoſe 

Everlaſting buraings : He ſball ſuffer loſs, but be 

x Cor-3-15- ay be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire. If men will leave 

their fins whilſt it is called today, Gods Judg- 

ments will alſo leave them ; for theiriniqui- 


C 
- 


ties paſs on to eternal flames onely by the 
train of impenitence, nor can they ever caſt 
them into Hell, if they repent of them timely 
and effefinally ; which, that none of us may. 
be tempted to procraitinate, as if there were. 
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no danger of our ULRy, bit haſten ro of rams 
the 'wrath t0 come, 'whillt ic is yet to core, Tee: 
-us obſerve 1n the third place; | | 
3: The difficulty of eſcaping this their imini- 
nent and everlaſting deſtraftion:'Their Pardon, 
as well'as themſelves, muſt be fetched ont'sf the 
fire. They perhaps may (ee no'dangerin their. 
condition, and as if, like Salamanders, they 
Were. 1n cheir proper Element, may be dil- * 
pleaſedat thoſe' who world pluck them out 'of 
thefire; but we muſt tell them; that they are 
loſt and undone for ever, except they, be re- 
newed by the power of Got; hay, *<s a MIracu- 

- boys Grace, and an extHabedinany change, which 
muſt tyra the current ſtream of their iniquity, 
and their ſalvation miſt be wrought out with infi- 
nite fear and trembling ; nor is there any en- 
trarice for theminto Heaven, | bur by the Frait 
paſſage of a ſecond birth; the bleſſed opportu- 
nity. whereof it they do procreſtinate, they may 
loſe for ever. - And'therefore, 

» 4; By what'Means we may afliſt them in this 
great work of their eſcaping, and whar is the. 
onely poſlible way to ſave them, is to be the 
moſt important inquiry of our whole lives, it. 
being the” greateſt ſervice we'can do to God i 
or | them ; and' if -I cah'either : inſtru@-or 

| D - quicken 
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I = quicken ow in it, we ſhall both have abun- 

. dantcaule to bleſs God for ſo ſeaſonable an-un- 
dertaking. | X26 | 

- Now, firſt we muſt be carneft and importu- 

nate with our: Periſhing Brethren, as the Angel 

was with: Lot, and force them out of Sodome ; 

Admoniſh them with an holy vehemency to- 

fly for their lives, and toelcape to the Moun- 

; rain, leaft they be conſum'd; pull them haſtily, 

and, with a charitable violence, out of their ſins, 

as.a Mother doth her Child out of the fire, 

when apprehenſive of the danger. 

*Eacgysr andlouwas , Ulc a Carp, quick,, and 
cutting mor beaf 5 QUY WOr $ muſt be as natles: 
pretir #367 41648 as to be faſtned and rivet- 
ed in the Soul of a Sinner, and to deſtrdy the 
Beaſt, that we-may ſave the Man. 

. Men muſt firſt be- forced and fired ont of 
themſelwes , or elſe they will never come to 
Chrift: and ,- we are the ſervants of the moſt 
high God, who are ſent to compel you to come 
” ar. 16.21, ito beaven, and to. ſbew unto you the way of 
Z Salvation. Our Commiſſion and Ioftructions 

' are to tell you, that if you-would be ſaved. 

_ © from ſuffering, you _muſt allo be ſaved from 
 . finning; your Lives and your Luſts cannot both 

'bepreſery'd: nor will it be ſufficient that you: 

Þ OE | forlake 
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forſake ſowte of your fins; b 
the Old Man, and Mortifte every Iniquity which 
now reigneth in you ; (o, that unlel(s you leave 
the Lap of -Dalilah , and-be Divorced from 
your Beloved Herodias, you cannot be (av 
ved. You muſt give up Every Traytor that is 
Harbourd in your Boſome, or you cannor 
be at Peace with the King of Heaven. - Your 
Right Hand muſt be cut off, and your Right E 
pulled out, if they ſtand in oppoſition to hh 
Laws of Chrift, whoſe Dominion you muſt 
chearfully ſubmit to , ro all intents and purps- 

ſes, if ever you expe@ deliverance by him. 

Lex not therefore the Voice of your Con- 
ſcience bedrowned, through the Avocation of 

Senſual Pleaſures, or the hurty of Worldly by- 


fineſs, or the noiſe and clamor of earthly Cares, 


Lifts, or AﬀeSions - bur, give it leave rodoits 
Office, and liſten to what it Speaks here, lcaſt 
it Speak: what you would not be willing to 
hear hereafter. Remember you ſtand now 
upon your Good: behaviour for Eternity ; and, 
{ack as your Preſent Chotce 18, will your Ever- 
laſting Condition be, - I with it were in .my 
power to fright you into your wits, and® to 


fare you into the way of Salvation. What 
” D 2 will. 


7 1 
| ac, the whole body 
of them muſt be deſtroyed : You-muſt Crucifie 
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Py wilkyou. do-when the Philiflins are upon you 7. 
When the World ſhall rake its Juſt leave of 
 _  _yeu?:Whenyou muſtbid your Friends, Hou- 
|  . {es;-and Lands; your Pleaſures, Places and - 
 . _ Preferments farewel'for ever? and, when he 
who 1s now-your Tempter, will prove your Tor- 

- enter 2 Can you dwell with everlaſiing burn-- _ 
ings? Can you abide the conſuming fire? if nor, 
How can you per[wade your ſelves. to live apy 
longer in ſuch a Courſe of! Bife, every 'A& 
whereof is;a ſtep. ro Perdition? Unlels you 
can.perſwade yourſelves, That, God's Compaſ- 
peoſſean will, Evacuate. bis Lawes, and Fruſtrate 
all the: Wiſe Deſigns/of- his Faftice, you can 
Dreame of no way of- Eſcaping, We are ob- 
liged, therefore, for- your Sakes, to bcome 
Boanerges; Sons of Thunder-; and, to ſhew you, 
not only the Greatneſs, but the Preſentneſs of the. 
Danger you are in; and, 'toſet the Terrors of . 

E- the Almighty. continually before your..eyes. 

| Thus Nathan dealt. with David, denouncing 

F 2,5, 12, againſt bim - God's. heavy Judgments ; The 

- '% Sword ſball never depart from thy Houſe : and, 

m_ ,.,.- St. Paul delivered up the Inceftuous perſon to. Sa- 

© tan, for the defiruiion of the fleſh, that his ſpirit 

© - might be ſaved; and thus,did Foxah to the Ci- 

” Youb 3. ty of Niniveb, Tet Forty dayes and the City ſball 

—_— 7: + | | be. 
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be deflroyed. Some ſpicics will not be kept out 


of the fire, but by cafting them into it : Your ter- 
rifying them with the flames, will be a meang- | 
tokeep them out of them: A ſhowre of Spi- 
ritual Brimftone ſuch as God rained down upon 
Sodom in the Letter, is beſt tor them ; if you 
{pare them, you deſtroy them. Somg Men: 
muſt be led to Heaven by the way of Hell: *Tis 
a very deſirable fear which is a means of pyl- 
ling men out of the Fire. We are ſaved by 
Faith , as that receiveth and taketh hoJd' of 
Chriſt ; and, we are allo, ſaved by Fear, as that 
taketh hold of us, and drives us to Chriſt : By 
Faith we ſee, and apply our help in Chriſt ; and, 
by fear, weare brought rolee our need of his 
help. DT bus is a good heart. bettered, by all 
the Diſpenſations of God, as well by his Fudg- 
.ments, as his Mercies, If God ſpeak death, it is 
an advantage to his Spiritual Lite; and, he 
.-Mends upon his Threatnings, as well as his 
Promiſes. The Devils themlelves believe and 
tremble; and, 'tis impoſlible tor therytoelcape 
Hell, who come ſhort of the Religion of (uch as 
are already there, Quanta damnatio <t a dam: 
natis damnart. 

If therefore we-can fo humble men with Ter- 
rors, that they may be exaſted.in Gad's good. 
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be'by Experience found neceſſary, for thepre- 
vention of greater Miſchiefs, they are co be 
thankfully receiv'd, as Tokens of the ſincereſt 


Biaravcar. 6. > ye F aithful are the wounds of a friend, 


but the kiſſes of an enemy are deceitful. It my 
Companion be falling into the Fire, or from a 
Precipice, and 1, in ſnatching him back , put his 
Arme out of joynt; VVould he call his elcape, 
An unkind Deliverance , becauſe it coſt him 
ſome pain ? Phyſttians muſt not be moved at 
the Rage, or Revilings of their diftempered Pa- 
tients; but, reſolve to do and ſuffer the' nt- 
moſt , before they give them over : and fo 
oſt. we do, and ſuffer any thing (but Sim) 
ro ſave a Soul from dearh - we muſt Pre. 
ſcribe Men that, which may be beſt for their” 
Health, how Ill ſoever they may take it. 
Bur, if we cannot reſcue-you out of thoſe 
Flames, nor impoſe the Kingdom of Heaven ups 
on you, by ſuch an holy violence ; we muſt ne- 
cellarily leave you under greater Guilt than we 
found you; and, your Paines will be increafed 
even for the loſs of ours : It will be a-great part 
:of yonr Hell, ro think, What Paines, and Pati- 
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vain :. - How Scornfully you have refuſed our 
Calls, and RejzeRed our Importunities ? You 
cannot take a more certain courle ro deſtroy your 
ſelves, and diſoblige us, than to turn our Compaſ* 
fron 1nto Complaints, and to force us-from in- 
terceding for, and. with you, to accuſe, and wit- 
neſs againſt you., that, when we had Invited 
you to the Marriage Feaſt, with all the Earneſt- 
nels imaginable, you wouldnor be Comrted; no; 
nor Compell d'to come in. God, and your own 
Conſciences, will one day.tell you, and all the 
World, what Overtures of Mercy have been 
made you,and how plainly,and frequently you 
have been forewarned of the evil day ; when, 
with Fuicleſs Cries, and Horror, you ſhall be- 
ſeech, too Jate, for thoſe Opportunities of 
Grace, which you have ſo long deſpiſed. Now, 
that it may never be your doom, thus ſturdily 
to caſt away your ſelves, Conſider, whilſt it ig 
called to day, how much it 1s your Intereſt, as 
well as your Duty, to hate the very garment ſpot - 
ted by the fleſh: The Explication of which 
phraſe, is the laſt thing promiſed , and that 
" which may ſerve for the Application of the- 
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_ Ggnified, the abborrevcy which we ought to 
© have, of any the leaſt degree of Uncleanneſs, 


7 > = 8 Tory: pardon ſpotted - Fe the 
"Tis a- Proverbial ſpeech ; whereby is 


in alluſion ro the prohibiced, and nnclean- gar- 


 Zev.13-47- ments of the Leprous perſon ; looking diligent 


eb, 12.15, 


: Perl. 8. 


filthy drgauies that defile the fleſh. 


ty, leaſt any root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble 


you, and thereby manybe defiled-: Putting off. the 


old. man with his deeds ; that is, all Ep Af 
ſeQions, and ſeparating our ſelves from thoſe 
Deal nor 
with them as Companions, but Phyſitians ; be- 
ware of catching that. ToicCtion which you 
come to Cure : Draw them out of the Fire, if 
| yJouican, but, ler them nor pull you in roo. 
Ee intuentes in tegumento ſuo macula ſcorta- 
tionis ſue. The GnoSticks defil'd, not only 
_ their Manners and AGions, but alſo their very 
Garments, and, T'wiſh I could lay , that, This 
Age were not ſtain' d with that, or a greater Un- 
cleanneſs. When Cbriſt aroſe from the Dead, 
be left bis winding ſbeet bebind bim; and fo, in 
the. Spiritual Reſurrection, - muſt we leave the 
garments of the old man behind us. Odio haben: 
res, non folum turpia fa&ia carnis, ſed etiam quiCce 
quid ullo modo ad turpitudinem pertinet. Abſtain 
The all appearance of evil, irom whatſoever 
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bath a ſhew of ic, and is liable ro miſconſiruRti. :7%%5. © 
on; not only from the Crime it ſelf, but from * ng 
every inſtrumeiit of it, from every path which 3 
' leads to it ; from all Incentives, Occaſions, and 
Inducements, from whatſoever may begin, or 
promote ; becauſe all theſe things are of the 

ſame Nature with ic. Some few there were, 
even in Sardis, who bad not defiled their gar« Rev. 3-4; 
ments : and, I hope, there are ſome few among 

us, who have eſcap'd the Pollutions of this world, 
through the knowledge of our Saviour; and, who 

Live like Men, who are Satisfied, That they 

muſt live to all Erernity : And, the leſs ap- 
pearance there is of a General Innocence, or a 
Publick, Reformation amovy us, the more doth it 
 concerif every private Man, to waſh his hands 

in innocency, or his beart in Penitential Teares, 
becauſe, ic may be, God will Sawe the whole: 
Nation for the Repentance of a few ;” he may 

| hear the Prayers of Ten for a City, though the 
Gehnerality of them ſhould remain Unreform- 

ed: All his fellow-paſſengers lives were beſtow- 

ed upon St. Paul; Sodom had - been ſaved if 

Ten Penitents had been 10 it; and Hieruſalen, 

if but One: Or, if the Lord be ſo: perempto- 

rily bent; to bfing in fuch a Geveral Fudgnent, 

that, though Moſes, or Samuel; though'Nob, 
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not C prevdif for the ſaving of others \ yet at leaſt 
we ſhould ſave oxr own Souls alive : : Eſpeci- 
ally , if we left our Sins one of perfe&# hatred, 
| before they lefr ns. The Old mar may be for- 
, that he cannot be Young; and, the Sick 
Mar, that he cannot Revel as his Compani- 
ons; but, it is not a Principle of Conſcience 
which makes either of them forſake their H#- 
bitual Sins; nor do they hate them , as Men 
Thoroughly Convinced of che manifold dan- 
ger of every Particular Iniquity muſt needs 
do. Laſtly, Let us nor put it off till to = 
row: for, we ny Ts the next nighe 
may lodge us; ' but con ly Poj- 
NT Death: and, The Sn hank. 9 io. 
of -=o8xMy which will Revenge, with moſt 
-Severe Inflidtions, the few minutes of our Re- 
prieve; then ſhall we endeavor ourOws, and 
Other. mens Salvation with fear and comps on, 
mn be ſollicitous to pull cha and our 1 Ives 
ont of the fire; and let all who ſhall make an 
EnſpeRtion into our Lives, ſee, That we hate 
even the garment ſpotted by the fleſh: and, 
| That we L. led by the bol jy Spirit of God, in 
that Good OldW ay : which ns to Lite, and 
Eau 
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I ſhall Cloſe this Diſcourſe, as our Ap 
| does this Epifile. Now unto bim, who's. a- 
| ble to keep us from falling, and to pre 
farkleſe before the Preſence of bis Glory with 
exceeding joy., to the only wiſe God our Savi- 


our, be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, 


now, and ever, Amen. 


